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Methods of Playing in
Positions with Closed
Centre - Part 3

Dear Reader,
In the first two parts of the series
concerning the positions with a closed
centre, we were mainly dealing with
White's plans. Nevertheless, in my
annotations, I managed to describe some
of the most important ideas for Black as
well.
In the current article, I will try to
analyze the structure from a Black's
perspective. Those of you who have read
the previous two articles know that Black's
main strategic idea in this structure is to
develop an attack on the kingside. The
classical way to do so consists of
launching a pawn storm on the kingside
by means of f7-f5-f4 followed by g6-g5,
h7-h5 and g5-g4. The idea is simple Black should execute a favorable pawn
break in order to open the kingside and
create a decisive attack. Of course, this is
far from being the only way to attack on
the kingside. In this article, I analyze three
main attacking strategies for Black:
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1) classical plan - f7-f5-f4 followed by g6g5, h7-h5 and g5-g4
2) creating a piece attack after opening
the f-file by means of fxe4
3) gaining space on the kingside by
means of h7-h5-h4
We should also point out that
occasionally Black could go for some
queenside operations. In rare cases, he
goes for a queenside play by means of
a7-a6 followed by b7-b5. This plan,
however, tends to be quite risky since
White normally has an upper hand on
the queenside.
1) Classical plan - f7-f5-f4 followed by
g6-g5, h7-h5 and g5-g4
Buckley,David
2237
Jones,GawainC
2576
4NCL-ch rapid (6)
10.10.2010
The structure we are dealing with was
reached after the moves: 1.d4 Nf6 2.c4
g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.Be2 0-0
6.Nf3 e5 7.0-0 Nbd7 8.Be3 c6 9.d5
c5
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From this point, the plans for both sides
are clear. White will be playing on the
queenside by means of a2-a3 followed
by b2-b4, while Black's idea is remove
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the knight from f6 and launch a kingside
expansion by playing f7-f5. In this
concrete position, Black intends to go for
10...Ng4, thus preparing f7-f5 with a
tempo. This is one of the reasons why
White went for 10.Nd2 This is really a
multi-purpose move. White not only
prevents the idea 10...Ng4 but at the
same time he transfers his knight the
queenside. For instance, after a2-a3 and
b2-b4, the knight could reach the perfect
b3-square from where he puts pressure
on the entire Black's kingside. Also, it is
important to point out that by removing
his knight from the f3-square, White
frees the way of the f2-pawn. This is
very useful since Black's f7-f5 could be
met by f2-f3 or exf5 followed by f2-f4.
Kh8 This is a typical King's Indian move.
Let's try to understand the idea behind it.
In my first article on this structure, I
pointed out that Black always tries to
exchange the dark-squared bishops
while White wants to provoke the
exchange of the light-squared bishops.
The reason is quite simple - the bishops
on e2 and g7 are restricted by their own
central pawns. That is why both sides
want to get rid of them. By playing 10...
Kh8, Black is planning to trade his
passive bishop by means of 11...Ng8
followed by 12...Bh6. The only drawback
of this plan is that it is rather time
consuming.
[ Another option would have been
10...Ne8 directly preparing f7-f5. The
play may continue 11.a3 f5 12.f3 f4
13.Bf2 g5 14.b4 When the position is
extremely double-edged. My
personal impression is that White is
a little bit better but Black's threats
always remain dangerous. ]
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11.a3 Ng8 12.b4 White ignores Black's
positional idea and prefers to continue
with the execution of his ideas on the
queenside.
[ An alternative is 12.f3 trying to avoid
the exchange of the bishops. In this
case, however, we should admit that
Black's darked-squared bishop is no
longer a passive piece. For example,
after Bh6 13.Bf2 f5 14.b4 b6
Black has decent attacking chances
on the kingside. A typical idea would
be the maneuvre Nd7-f6-h5-f4
followed by Qg5, thus provoking the
weakening move g2-g3. On the other
hand, even after opening the b-file,
White has difficulties to create
serious threats on the queenside. ]
12...Bh6 13.Bxh6 Nxh6 14.Nb3 b6
Black wants to stabilize the queenside.
He is ready to meet the move bxc5 by
means of bxc5.
[ As we are going to see in the next
examples, the move bxc5 could be
answered by dxc5 when Black could
easily transfer a knight to the d6square. That is why it would be
interesting to take a look at the idea
14...f5 15.bxc5 dxc5
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dark-squared bishops had been
already exchanged, White could
change the structure by 16.exf5 gxf5
17.f4! Just in time! Since Black is
behind in the development, it would
be preferable to close the centre by
playing 17...e5-e4. Here, however it
would be a mistake because after e4?
White has the simple tactical
refutation 18.Nxc5! ( Let's imagine
that the move 18.Nxc5 is not possible.
Even in this case, the absense of
dark-squared bishops favors White. In
such structure, Black g7-bishop would
have been a monster while White's e3bishop would have been restricted by
both his and opponent't pawns.
18.Qd2 In this structure, White has a
typical plan that you should remember.
After transferring one of his knights to
e3, he could follow with Kh1, h2-h3
and g2-g4. In this scenario, Black's
position easily collapses. ) 18...Nxc5
19.Qd4+ Qf6 20.Qxc5 When White's
position is close to winning. ]
15.Qd2 Ng8 16.Nb5!
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I like this move. Remember that in this
structure the a5-square could be very
important. That is why White clears the
e1-a5 diagonal for his queen. How to
make use of the a5-square? After
opening the b-file, White could proceed
with the maneuver Nb3-a5-c6. In some
cases, even the queen could go to "a5".
Qe7 17.bxc5 Nxc5! It is important to
exchange the b3-knight.
[ In case of 17...bxc5 , White could
play 18.Na5 Followed by 19.Nc6. ]
18.Nxc5 bxc5 19.Qa5 White's moves
are very logical. Now Black has to
reckon with possible invasions on the c7square. Besides the dangerous threat of
Rab1 followed by Nc7, White would be
also happy to exchange the queens by
means of Qc7. After a possible
exchange of the queens, Black couldn't
create a kingside attack while the d6pawn would be a substantial weakness.
a6 20.Nc3
[ After 20.Nc7?? the knight is simply
trapped by Ra7 ]
20...f5 It is time to start the attack.
21.Bd3?! I find this move too slow.
White should have immediately occupied
the b-file by playing Rab1. f4
Black doesn't waste time. Now his idea
is to follow with f4-f3. That's why White
should lose one more tempo. 22.f3 g5
23.Na4? White continues to waste a
valuable time. In general, the idea to
exchange the c8-bishop is good but it
doesn't work in this position since Black
has a simple refutation.
[ Maybe it was time to be a little bit
more cautious and play 23.h3 Nf6
24.Rab1 h5 25.Kf2 When both sides
experience difficulties to make a
progress. ]
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23...g4 24.Nb6? After this tactical
mistake, White's position is simply lost.
[ Of course, we should admit that it is
already difficult to give White a good
advice. For example, after the natural
24.Rab1 g3!
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This is a typical way to continue the
attack when Black's c8-bishop is on
the board. The reason is simple -White
couldn't simply close the kingside by
means of h2-h3 because of the bishop
sacrifice. A typical continuation would
be 25.h3 Qh4 26.Nb6 Bxh3!
27.gxh3 Qxh3 28.Qd2
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White has managed to parry all the
direct threats but it is important to
know that his problems are permanent
and couldn't be solved in a long-term.
Black has two pawns for the bishop
and a tremendous space advantage.
Furthermore, white king will always
need protection. Black could simply
transfer more and more pieces
towards the kingside until the position
of his opponent ruins. Rad8 29.Qg2
Qh5
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We have reached quite a
characteristic position for the structure.
It seems that White has a lot of time
to organize his defence but the total
lack of coordination between his
forces leaves him helpless. On the
other hand, Black could gradually
develop his attack by means of
obvious moves like Rf6-h6 followed by
Ne7-g6-h4. ]
[ The idea to radically prevent 24...g3
also doesn't look enterprising. After

h
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24.fxg4 Bxg4 followed by Nf6-h5, Rg8
and Qh4, Black's threats could be
very dangerous. ]
[ Another try would be the slightly
artificial 24.Rfb1 In this position,
Black's best attacking strategy
consists of opening the g-file. gxf3
( White's idea could be seen after
24...g3 25.h3 Qh4 26.Bf1
defending against the sacrifice on h3.
On the other hand, White is already
to invade on the queenside. ) 25.gxf3
Nf6 As always the idea is to play Rg8
followed by Nh5 and Qh4. ]
24...Qd8! This is the problem. It turns
out that the knight couldn't escape out
of the pin. At the same time, Black
maintains all the threats on the kingside.
25.Rab1 Rb8 26.Rb2 Rf7 27.Rfb1
Rfb7? This natural move actually wastes
a valuable time since Black couldn't trap
his opponent's knight.
[ It was time to start attacking on the
kingside. That is why Black should
have opened the position by means of
27...gxf3 28.gxf3 Rg7+ 29.Kh1 Bh3
With a devastating attack. ]
28.Bc2? White misses his chance to
unpin himself.
[ The right move was 28.Qd2! when
Rxb6 could be met by 29.Qa5
Even in this case, however, Black
retains an obvious advantage. For
instance, after gxf3 30.Rxb6 fxg2
There are is another pin along the d8a5 diagonal but this time the rook is
pinned. In case of the natural 31.R6b5
Black has a fantastic win: Qxa5
32.Rxa5 Rxb1+ 33.Bxb1 f3
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We have reached quite an untypical
position. Despite being an exchnage
up, White couldn't bring his rook into
play. At the same time, Black has a
simple winning idea - Nf6 followed by
Bh3, Ng4 and f3-f2. Nevertheless, it
seems that after 34.Bc2 Nf6 35.Bd1
White is just in time to create a
counterplay. Things are not so simple
though. After Bg4 36.h3 Black has
the absolutely fantastic h5!!
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After this original bishop sacrifice,
despite White's extra rook, black
pawns would be unstoppable. Here is
an example: 37.hxg4 hxg4 38.Rxa6
Nxe4 39.Rb6 Nc3 ( 39...Ng5
is also winning. For example: 40.Bxf3
gxf3 41.Kh2 e4 42.Rb1 e3-+ )
40.Rb3 Nxd1-+ ]
28...g3? This typical attacking idea in
KID type of positions seems to be too
slow in this concrete position.
[ Black should have opened the g-file
after which he brings all his pieces
into the attack rather quickly. A
possible line would be 28...gxf3
29.gxf3 Qg5+ 30.Kh1 Rg7 31.Qd2
Bh3 32.Bd3 Nf6 White couldn't parry
Black's threats. ]
29.h3 Qh4 30.Na4? This move allows
Black to realize his only idea under
favorable circumstances. Now White's
position is already very difficult.
[ After the more tenacious 30.Bd1
Bxh3 31.gxh3 Qxh3 32.Qd2
Black's compensation for the piece is
out of question but I doubt if he has
enough resources to build a decisive
attack on the kingside. ]
30...Bxh3!
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Of course! This sacrifice always works
quite well when our opponent's pieces
are miscoordinated. 31.gxh3
[ After 31.Rxb7? Bxg2 White is going
to be mated. ]
31...Qxh3 32.Qd2 g2!
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After this energetic move, Black takes
White's queen for 2 rooks and a piece.
Black's position would be winning
because of White's misplaced pieces.
The following sequence seems to be
pretty forced. 33.Qxg2 Rg7 34.Qxg7+
Kxg7 35.Rxb8 Qg3+ 36.Kf1 Qxf3+
37.Ke1 Qg3+ 38.Kd1 Qg1+ 39.Kd2
Qe3+ 40.Kd1 f3 Black is already
winning. I leave the rest of the game
without comments. 41.R1b7+ Kh8
42.Rf8 f2 43.Rxf2 Qxf2 44.Nb6 h5
45.Nc8 Qg1+ 46.Kd2 Qg5+ 47.Kd3
Qd8 48.Na7 h4 49.Nc6 Qg5 50.Rb8
h3 51.Nd8 Qf6
0-1
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