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Master the Leningrad
Structure
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Marin,Mihail
Domingo,Ruben
Benasque (10.19)

2525
2318
13.07.2019

1.f4 d5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.g3 c5 4.Bg2 Nc6
5.0-0 g6 6.d3 Bg7 7.Qe1 0-0 8.e4
Rb8 9.Nc3 d4
a

The Leningrad Bird and Dutch openings,
to which I will from now on refer as
"Leningrad", in order to simplify the
discourse, are mainly positional
systems. We spend a tempo on move 1
to advance the f-pawn, short term
weakening our king without gaining any
immediate compensation. The
opportunity to start dynamic play will
come later, in the early middlegame.
The main aim of the Leningrad is to
achieve an improved version of the
King's Indian. Later in the opening, after
the centre is blocked with ...e7-e5 and
d4-d5, Black needs to spend some time
to achieve ...f7-f5 (usually with ... Nf6d7, ...f7-f5 and then ...Nd7-f6). If the
same structure arises via the Leningrad
move order, this implies having saved
two whole tempi. While this surely
sounds like the optimal scenario and it
usually leads to comfortable play, it does
not always lead to a clear advantage,
due to some strategic limitations of the
King's Indian itself. In fact, things can
remain interesting and far from onesided. Here is a typical example from a
recent Bird game of mine.
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10.Nd1 With the pawn on f4 already,
this is an entirely adequate retreat, as
the knight can later jump to f4.
[ I rejected 10.Ne2 , which would be
typical for the Mar del Plata King's
Indian, on account of Ng4
( Here we see a negative difference
compared to the King's Indian: The
e3 square is weak. During the game
I also thought that Black could first
insert 10...Nb4 , but instead of 11.
Qd1 White has 11.Nexd4! ) 11.h3
Ne3 12.Bxe3 dxe3 13.e5 f6
( Necessary, in order to activate the
bishop. 13...Nd4 14.Nfxd4 cxd4
15.Qb4 wins both pawns. ) 14.Qc3
with interesting play in which Black
seems to have sufficient resources. ]
10...Re8
[ Black does right delaying 10...e5
as in the game White will have to
spend a tempo on h2-h3. 11.f5
( 11.Nf2 may lead to a transposition
to the game. ) 11...gxf5 This does
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[ But here Black could have tried
not turn out well, but otherwise White
13...Nh5!? , as after 14.Ng4 he has
will gradually build his pawn attack.
exf4 15.gxf4 f5 with complications. ]
12.exf5 Bxf5 ( 12...e4 fails to achieve
counterplay: 13.dxe4 Re8 14.Bf4 Ra8 14.axb5 axb5 15.fxe5 I decided that
this was the simplest way to activate
15.Nh4 ) 13.Nxe5 with lots of
my knight on f2.
weaknesses in Black's position. ]
[ I was not sure whether 15.f5
11.Nf2
would still be working, as there would
[ As shown later, e4-e5 is a thematic
be no immediate pressure along the
move, but here I thought that it would
f-file, but things seem to work out
free Black's hands too early. 11.e5
well for White anyway. The main
Nd5 12.Qe2 b6 13.Nf2 f5
Even though the bishop on g7 will
plan is g3-g4-g5, Ng4 and so on.
be passive for some while, after
gxf5 ( Blocking the kingside with
blocking the kingside Black should
15...h6 16.g4 g5 is not entirely
be safe enough. ]
satisfactory either: 17.h4 Nh7
11...b5 12.h3
18.hxg5 hxg5 19.Nh1 f6 20.Ng3
[ A more restrictive and accurate
followed by Kf2, Rh1, Rh5, with a
move order is 12.a4 a6 13.axb5
typical Mar del Plata King's Indian
axb5 14.h3 , possibly transposing to
attack. With his knight on h7 Black
the game. ]
cannot create strong queenside
12...e5
counterplay. ) 16.exf5 Bxf5 17.Nh4
[ 12...Nh5 is ineffective due to
Bd7 ( Or if 17...Ne7 18.Nxf5 Nxf5
13.Ng4 , when the knight is
19.Ng4 Nxg4 20.Rxf5 , retrieving
misplaced on h5. ]
the pawn and keeping fantastic
13.a4
control over the light squares. )
18.Bg5 Ne7 ( 18...h6 just offers
a
b
c
d
e
f
g
h
White a free tempo: 19.Bxf6 Bxf6
20.Ne4!
Due to his overall activity,
8
8
White does not have to fear Bxh4
7
7
(more or less forced due to the threat
6
6
Nf5) 21.gxh4
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It is always useful to be active on both
wings. Before opening the f-file, I
wanted to have the a-file for the other
rook, too. 13...a6
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with threats such as Nf6+, Nxc5, Nd6,
when Ra6 also is a permanent
theme. ) 19.Ne4 Nxe4 20.Qxe4
Despite the missing pawn, White is
dominating the whole board. ]
15...Nd7
[ During the game I was a bit more
worried about 15...Nxe5 16.Nxe5
Rxe5 17.Bf4 Nh5! 18.Bxe5 Bxe5
19.Nh1 At this height, Black has
reasonable compensation for the
exchange, but since pawns are
equal, White should still have the
better chances. ]
16.Bg5!
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21.Qf2 When putting an eye on the
pawn on d4, I wanted to give play a
global character, with pressure on both
wings.
[ But the simple 21.g4 Bd7 22.Qg3
Rbe8 23.Bf4 Qb6 24.g5
followed by h4-h5 looks very
promising, as White retains the
better structure. ]
21...f6
[ Black could have prevented my next
move with 21...b4 but after 22.b3
White would be absolved of any
queenside worries and ready to
return to the aforementioned plan. ]
22.b4!
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A typical intermediate move, starting
Black is hanging on the kingside and in
the fight for the square f6. 16...Qc7
the centre now. 22...Bd7
17.Ng4 Re6 This fails to keep the
[ 22...cxb4 23.Qxd4 offers White an
bishops' pair, but my opponent might
overwhelming pawn advantage in the
have thought that my bishop would be
centre. ]
more dangerous on f6 than on h6.
23.bxc5
[ Actually, White has just a stable
[ This is premature, but I intuitively felt
advantage in both cases: 17...Ncxe5
that my opponent was tempted to
18.Nfxe5 Nxe5 19.Nf6+ Bxf6
trap my bishop and I had anticipated
20.Bxf6 Be6 21.g4 Nd7 22.Bg5
that would be the wrong plan.
followed by Qf2, Bf4, g4-g5. ]
***Objectively it was better to keep
18.Nh6+ Bxh6
the tension: 23.Bf4 Rc8 24.h4 Qd6
[ Against 18...Kf8 there are many
( Planning ...Qe7. For the time being
winning moves, from which I had
Black cannot weaken the defence on
planned to play 19.Nxd4!+- ]
e5 as after 24...Qb6 25.Bxe5!
19.Bxh6 Ncxe5 20.Nxe5 Nxe5
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White wins a pawn. ) 25.c3!
The perfect scenario, with Black's
centre completely hanging. Qe7
( Relatively best. If 25...dxc3
26.bxc5 Qxc5 27.d4±; 25...Nxd3
does not work either: 26.Bxd6 Nxf2
27.e5! Clearing the long diagonal.
fxe5 28.bxc5+- followed by Bd5 and
Ra7. ) 26.Bxe5 fxe5 27.cxd4 cxd4
28.Ra7 Black faces threats from both
sides. Rec6 29.Bh3 R6c7 30.Bxd7
Rxd7 31.Rxd7 Qxd7 32.Qf6 Qe8
33.Qd6
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26...Nf7
[ Much to my disappointment, my
opponent understood what was
cooking for him after 26...Qc6 :
27.Qxg5+ Kh8 28.Rxh6! Rxh6
29.Qe5+ Kg8 30.Qxb8+ ]
27.Rxe6 Bxe6 28.Qxe6 Qxc5+
29.Kh2 Qxc2 30.Rf1 Rf8 White is
obviously winning, but I managed to
create certain technical problems for
myself. 31.Qd5
[ The best way to defend d3 was
31.Rf5! , threatening Rxg5. Qd2
32.e5+- followed by Qd5 and e6. ]
1-0

h

with a very dangerous intrusion by
White. ]
23...g5?
[ Justifying my last move. Better was
23...Qxc5 24.Bf4 , when Black can
consider ...b5-b4-b3, with chances to
hold. ]
24.Qxd4 Nf7 25.Rxf6 Nxh6 26.Qd5!
[ 26.Rxe6 Bxe6 27.Qf6 also wins,
but my move is more restrictive,
while also setting a trap. Besides
27...Nf7, which would transpose to
the game, Black could keep the
bishop with 27...Bf7 or else try
Qxc5+ 28.Kh2 Bxh3 I did not see
major problems here, for instance
29.Bxh3 g4 30.Qxh6 but one can
always overlook something, so the
more restrictive the better. ]
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